Until now, preservation of Marek's disease herpesvirus has depended upon procedures which maintain viable cells (7) . In general, the techniques which destroy cellular integrity result in loss of most of the infectivity (2); this cell association placed the Marek's disease virus with the group B herpesviruses (5) . Recently, we discovered that, unlike the situation in tumor cells or whole blood cells of Marek's diseaseinfected chickens, virus replication in cells of the feather follicle epithelium is complete and large numbers of cytoplasmic, enveloped herpesvirus particles can be found there by electron microscopic examination (3, 3a) . Also, by homogenization and sonic treatment of feather follicle epithelium in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), we were able to extract cell-free virus. Adldinger (unpublished data) extracted Marek's disease virus from infected chicken kidney culture, also by sonic treatment, and learned In all trials, lyophilized samples prepared with EDTA were reconstituted with distilled water. Those prepared without EDTA were reconstituted in two ways, with and without 0.2% EDTA in the distilled water.
Lyophilization. Lyophilization was carried out in a VIRTIS freeze-dryer model USM-15; (VIRTIS Co., Inc., Gardiner, N.Y.). Samples, in 5-ml serum bottles with split-rubber stoppers, were prefrozen at -65 C in a separate mechanical freezer or frozen at -60 C on the refrigerated shelves of the freeze-dryer. After drying under vacuum at 38 C for 24 hr with heat applied to the drying shelves, an additional drying period of about 15 hr was carried out with the shelf temperature at 21 C. The bottles were sealed under vacuum and stored at 4 C until virus assays were conducted. Assays were done from 1 to 10 days after the viruses had been processed.
Virus assays. In all trials, each sample was inoculated onto two drained, 24-hr chicken kidney cultures immediately after thawing or reconstitution. To assure an infection rate which permitted enumeration of individual foci, 10-fold dilutions were also inoculated in some cases. The diluent was the same as the suspending medium. Cell culture methods for assay have been described (3a) . Focal lesions were enumerated at 8 days (Marek's diseases virus) or at 6 days postinoculation (turkey herpesvirus). The average of the focus counts from two replicate cultures and the dilution factor were used to estimate the number of focus-forming units (FFU) per milliliter of undiluted virus. Tables 1 and 2 
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